
 
 

Harrisburg City Council Minutes 
May 14, 2019 

 
The Harrisburg City Council met on this date at the Harrisburg Senior Center, located at 354 Smith 
St., at the hour of 6:33pm.  Presiding was Council President Mike Caughey.  Also present were as 
follows:  

• Kimberly Downey 
• Adam Keaton 
• Randy Klemm 
• Charlotte Thomas 
• Youth Advisor Spencer Tucker 
• City Administrator Brian Latta 
• City Recorder/Asst. City Administrator Michele Eldridge 

Absent this evening were Mayor Robert Duncan, and Councilor Rob Boese.  
 
Concerned citizen(s) in the audience:  

• Bart Griffith, Fire Chief for the Harrisburg Fire/Rescue District, was present, and wanted to 
thank the Council again for helping them with the access they needed from off of the lagoon 
for their rescue boats.  They probably cut our response time down by half or more, from 
what it was previously.  He had checked it out recently, and it’s a little steeper, but in fairly 
good shape for use this year as well.   

• Chief Griffith also went over where they were in the new fire station construction.  He 
appreciated the assistance he received from City Staff in relation to a memorial flag that 
they were installing.  While they have a target date of July 1st to move into the new building, 
the 4th of July breakfast would still be held in the former Fire Station.  He invited Council to 
visit them, and he would give them a tour of the facility.  The formal open house will be held 
in August, after harvest, since so many of their big supporters are farmers in the area.  In 
addition, he shared that the old structure would be used as an indoor training facility for the 
fire crew.  

• Nancy Woods, of 465 N. 7th St., was also present, and was frustrated that a fence across 
the street from their property has been under construction for over a year and a half, and 
that some of the fence consisted of sheeting. She noted it was an eyesore, and that 
neighbors of theirs were trying to sell their house, and had actually been told by the selling 
realtor that it detracted from their value.  He actually was recommending that her neighbors 
wait until those odd fence materials were removed.  She asked what could be done.  

• Latta told her that she, and the City, had been really patient with the home owners, but that 
the City was working on a solution.  They had asked the City Attorney for some changes 
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they thought they could make to both provide a deadline in the code, as well as spelling out 
what kinds of materials could be used, rather than just focusing on the exemptions.   

• Caughey would like to see a requirement such as there is on a building permit, of 180 days.  
He’d like to see some substantial completion on that fence project.  

• Downey mentioned that she had questioned the same type of issue on that property at 6th & 
Sommerville Loop.  

• Latta told her that it was ongoing construction that required a building permit.  He will follow 
up on it.  

 
The matter of Approving the Consent List 

• Keaton motioned to approve the consent list, and was seconded by Thomas.  The City 
Council then voted unanimously to approve the Consent List.  The Adoption of the 
Consent List approved the following:   
   1.  The Payment Approval Report for the month of April 2019  
   2.  The minutes for April 9, and April 23, 2019. 
 

The matter of Approving Resolution No. 1211, "A RESOLUTION EXTENDING WORKER'S 
COMPENSATION COVERAGE TO VOLUNTEERS OF THE CITY OF HARRISBURG FOR 
POLICY YEAR 2019-2020." 

• Downey motioned to approve Resolution No. 1211, “A RESOLUTION EXTENDING 
WORKER’S COMPENSATION COVERAGE TO VOLUNTEERS OF THE CITY OF 
HARRISBURG FOR POLICY YEAR 2019-2020.”  She was seconded by Thomas, and 
the City Council voted unanimously to Approve Resolution No. 1211, and thereby 
providing worker’s compensation for volunteers for FY 2019-2020.  

 

The matter of Hearing a Presentation on the Upcoming 2020 Census 
Census Presentation from Representative Michelle Maher:  Maher reviewed what the Census 
reports are used for, and how crucial they are to the groups that use them.  Much of the funding 
that you get from the government is based on those reports.  She gave the City Council a handout, 
(Please see Addendum no. 1) that showed which programs are funded by census results, and how 
they are used.  She provided a lot of data on the privacy of people who are answering the census, 
and the emphasis on privacy expectations being backed by the Supreme Court.  Census workers 
who share any information are actually subject to jail time, and substantial fines and penalties. She 
went over the steps that the Census team takes when they are actually in the process of holding 
the census.  
 She then asked Council if they would look at the checklist that was in the agenda, and 
let her know what kind of resources that Harrisburg would provide to help promote the census.  
She went over some of what those resources are, and offered her own services as well, if we were 
holding events this year. Finally, she handed out another form (Addendum No. 2), which advertised 
jobs that were available in relation to the census. Latta told her that the Council would look at the 
poll in the future, when we had more of our members available, and that he would convey the 
results to her.  Klemm asked if she was meeting with the school district at all, and she told him that 
they were meeting with the county school superintendent, who could then convey the information 
in relation to school programs and education about the census to all the area schools.  
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The matter of Considering a Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Services Provided to 
Harrisburg and the Linn-Benton Region from Oregon RAIN (Rural Accelerator and Innovation 
Network). 
Staff Report:  Latta explained how it normally takes a couple of years to have a program like this 
operating really well.  Because it’s been working so well for us, the 8 City partnership is planning 
on continuing the work that Oregon RAIN has been doing for the last year.  The agreement is for 
two years of service, and the total cost for those two years is $5,729.58, or $2,864.79 per year. 
The money would come from the community and economic development fund. He reviewed the 
information in the matrix in the agenda bill, and said that as an example, one of our activities would 
be with RAIN providing an annual report to the City Council. He also pointed out that in Section 
1.3.3 of the MOU document that they had included that line to refer to satisfactory progress based 
on performance.  That gives cities the ability to opt out in 2021 if progress is not maintained.  The 
day after we released the agenda, they had added a non-appropriations clause, which will be 
section 1.3.4.  The MOU that will be signed will have that section.  

• Downey would rather have the time spent on the annual report, going to a 
business/entrepreneurship purpose instead.  

• Latta said that he could arrange for that, and make sure more attention was given to the 
program, rather than council. 

• Klemm asked about the percentage of the funding, and activities matrix.  He was surprised 
by the difference between us and Philomath.   

• Latta told him that Philomath has only about 1,000 more people than Harrisburg has.  
• Downey added that a lot of homes are in the rural areas, and not inside the City.   
• Latta said that RAIN, and Corey Wright, are doing a great job on this.  They are creating a 

name for this partnership as an economic development group; it’s exciting stuff.   
• Downey said that she was excited about attending the event on the 29th at the Harrisburg 

Art Gallery. (The event is an opportunity to play a game about entrepreneurship, called Last 
Founders Standing, held at The Gallery @ 294 Smith St., from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.)  

• Downey motioned to Approve the Memorandum of Understanding, as amended, and 
Identified as Exhibit A, and Authorize the Payment of Funds as Outlined in the 
Agreement.  She was seconded by Thomas, and the City Council voted unanimously 
to approve the MOU, as amended, to include the clause refered to during the 
discussion.  

The matter of Approving a Parade Permit for the Harrisburg Festival and Events Association 4th of 
July Parade. 

• Thomas motioned to Approve the 2019 Old Fashioned 4th of July Permit, subject to the 
Conditions of Approval, and was seconded by Downey.  The City Council then voted 
unanimously to approve the 2019 Old Fashioned 4th of July Permit, subject to the Conditions 
of Approval as stated in the agenda.   

• Keaton reminded everyone that the deadline to get your shield request in is tomorrow, if 
you want your shield to go up in the earlier posting.  

• Chief Griffith was a little worried about where the seniors would be parking on the 4th of 
July, due to the loss of concrete parking lot where they used to park.   

• Thomas thought it would be a good opportunity for one of the groups needing money to 
take over parking for that.   

• Latta said that they really wouldn’t have a choice except to park on nearby streets.  
 
Others:  None 
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With no further business to discuss, the City Council meeting was adjourned at 7:37pm.  
 
________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Mayor        City Recorder 
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